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Synopsis

Yajur Veda reveals its entire scheme in the opening linesa ”You folks are the carriers and
accomplishers of needs and wishes (of community). God Savitri (Creator) may stimulate you for the
noblest deed (YajA a).’ (1.1)Further the Veda declares there is no salvation other than by doing
(the enjoined) works. (40.2)Rationality behind this approach is summed up as Isavasya &c. (40.1).
According to it, ego, individuality and personal choice are false, fanciful. So we see ourselves one
with cosmos or cosmic action. We are at best instruments or vehicles of Cosmic Order.Apart from
being ritualistic, this Veda has many stretches of passages or prayers for everyday situations of
common interest like: gracing of food (11.83), morning prayer (34.34-40), night prayer (34.1-6),
general blessings (25.14-23), national/community prayer (22.22) and even death/misery conquering
(3.60). There is a chapter for pacifying terrible Rudra (chapter 16). Benefits/blessings of YajA a are
enumerated and vouchsafed with the chanting of chapter 18.The book also contains the greatly
celebrated Purusha Sookta (chapter 31) that reveals how Purusha (God) though transcendent and
unborn manifests in and pervades all these worlds and their inhabitants. Chapter 31 is regarded as
all-winning (sarva medha). Finally, last chapter (40) of the book is regarded as highly philosophical.

This chapter is called Isa (or Isavasya) Upanishada “"the principal among mystical Upanishads.
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